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BY MAJ.-GEN. 0. B. WILLCOX, U. B. A.

The firing apon Tort Sumter having
cleared the political atmosphcere, President |
Lincoln issued his first call for volunteers
on April 15, 1561, But the occupation of
the nearest points in Virgivia, opposite
Washingion, by Federal troops did not take
place until late in AMay. Meantime the
Capital of the Union was endangered and
more or less in a stale of siege. There were
various

HOSTILE DESIGNS UPON DBALTIMORE,
which, if they had prospered. would have
isolated Washington from the North and
possibly paved the way for its full. There
was constant correspondence between Balti-
more and Charleston, and afterwards with
Richmond. There were conspiracies and
secret meetings. A recruiting oflice was
opened by Lonis T. Wigfall in March, and
not only recrnits, but cannon, arms and
ammunition were shipped South; while
attempts were made to “carry the State
out” aud to ohsiruct the passage of Union
troops. Iun fact, Baltimore and Maryland
were nearly engineered into the rebeliion,
Fortunately, the Governor of the BState,
Thomas Holliday Hicks, and the wmsjority
of the people were Union-loving men
Neveitieless,

WASHINGTON WAS LONG IN GREAT DANGER,

On April 19, the same day that the
Mass. was assaulted by a mob in Baitimore
on the oue side of Washingten, Harper’
Ferry Arscnal, on another side, had to
burned by Lieut. Roger Jones to prevent its
falling into the hands of the Virgi
with all iis arms and military stores, These
two events, with the blockade of both the
Philadelphia and the Harrisburg roules,

ia troops,

raiged a lond cry all over the North—" the |

Copital is in danger™—and quickened the
impuise and movemenis of volunieers {o-
waids the threatened poiat. On came the
7th N. Y. and Sth Muss,, by way of Annapolis
and Anpapelis Junction, and “Tim Sher-
man’s Dattery” of Regulars, i¢ re-enforce

the belesguered garrison, and Washiagion |

breathed a little mere freely.

By the 25th of April there were 10,000
troops present for duty,and the Military
Department of a\‘(;-&hfuglon was formegl.
Gen. Joseph K. F. Mansfield assumed com-
mand of it. Still it was considered that
10,000 more troops would be necessary to
give security to the Capital.®

On April 26 Gen. Scott issued an order
from Headquarters of the Army 7 statin
that * from the kpewn assemblave near this
city of numerous Lostiie bodies of troops it
is evident that an attack upon it may be
expected any moment.” And the Com-

mander-in-Chief proceeds to detail measures |

and posts of oflicers to be taken “for the
defense of the Government, the peacezble
inhabitants of the city, their property, the
public buildings and public archives.”

The dungers increased on all sides foster
than the Union troops could musier until
May 13, when Gen. Butler, with the identi-
cal 6th Mass. and other troops, numbering,
however, only 1,000 men, seized Baltimore,
fortiied Federal Hill, was quickly re-en-
ferced, and

EALTIMORE WAS “CORRALLED.”

“My Maryland” began to show a sweep-

ing reasction, and to give independent regi- |

ments of volunteers to the Union, and all
the routes by Philadelphia, Harrisburg, and
Aunnapolis at last were safe.

Now it became high time to pay atten-
tion 1o the Virginia side. Danger threat-
ened from Fredericksburg, Culpeper Court-
house, Harper's Ferry, Fairfax Court-house,
and finally from Alexandria and .-\1]Ei:;m_|ﬁ
Highis, just across the river; at all of which
points Southern troops were reported. For-
tunately their armament and organization
were not equal to their spirit and numbers,
and no attempt was allowed to be made to
capiure the “Government, ete.,” from the
Virginia side. Gen. Lee, who commanded
the Virginia forces, “under the Governor
and a Council," adopted a “defensive polic y
and methodical and thorough military prep-
aration.”

Gen, 'hilip 8t. George Cocke first com-
manded on the Potomae, with headquarters
at Culpeper Court-house. His department
included the whole line of the Potomae
and, of course
Washingtlon.

On May 5 there had been a “scare™ at
Alexan

-
s

COIN AT
his forces, among which were Powell’s and
Ball's companies of Virginia cavalry, and
for whick he was called to account by Gen.
Lee, and, thongh not arrested, he was or-
dered back by Gen. Cocke.

On AMay 16 Col. G, H.

iria, which, for various “cpuses and
A,

ling, to evacuate that point with

sons.” mdueced Lisut.-Col. H. Taylor,

Terrett, of the * Pro-

irginias Wil
the command of Alexundria and troops from
Alexandria, Fairf:
linm, and Fauquier Counties,
Gen. W. L.

Btates Army, was “assigned to the command

i
.

Bonham, of the

of the troops on the line to Alexandria” |

with orders to post his brigade of South
* See Gen. Scott's letter to Gen. Patterson, April

20, 1561, War of tiu

Beries 1, Vol, 11, p. 609
f Number 4, Series 1, Vol. 11, p. 602,

Rebeliion, Official Lecunds,

| noon of the 231 T went with Gen. Mansfield

included the forces opposite |

assigned to |

Loudoun, Prince Wil- |
On May 21 4
Counfederate |

Carolina volunteers at Manassas Junction;
Col. Terreit's command in Alexsndria and
Gen. Cocke’s at Calpeper Court-house were
included in Bonham’s “ Department of Alex-
andria."”

Thus matiers stood on the Virginia side
of the river on May 23, when the orders
came from Gen. Mansfield for the offensive
to begin, and for the “invasion of the sacred

soil of Virginia by the Goths and Vandals | videt
| main body marching down Washington

of the North.” The command moved in
three columns—viz, by the Aqueduct, by
the Long Bridge, and by steamer. Gen.
Heintzelman, then Colonel on Gen. Mans-
field’s staff, and who superintended the
crossing at Long Bridge, said in his report
two months afterwards, that “on the after-

to the Engineer Department, and Le there
explained to me the plan of operations.
This I understood from him did not include
the cccupation of Alexandria.”
Col. Heintzelman was mistaken, for at about

noon on that day Col. Eilsworth and Col. |

Willeox were sumumoned to meet Gen, Mans-
field, and at 1 p. m. they received insiruc-
tions for the
CAPTURE OF ALEXANDRIA,
| But as these instructions came direct from
of those assigned to Col. Heintzelman's su-
| perintendence, and may have been omitted
to him at the first interview. Desides,
there was great secresy enjoined on the re-
| spective leaders of themovement. Col. Heint-

| zelman does not mention Gen. Sanford at all |

in his report; but Gen. Sanford accompanied
the Arlingtoen column, in command of i,
according to his own report of May 28, 1861.

| While Col. Heintzelman, in his report dated |

July 20, menticus the movements “ By the
Aqueduct route, Staf Commanding, Capt.
Woed,” and by the Long Bridge, “ Sitaff

| that crossed at the Long Bridge for Alexan-
| driz were 1st Mich., Stoneman’s Troop
| (1st Cav.), and a seetion of two gune, nunder
Lieut. George W. Dresser, 4th Art.; while
Col. Ellsworth’s regiment of Fire Zouaves,
| viz., the 11th N. Y., went down by the
steamers DBaltimore and Mount Vernon, Tl

e

e

orders

municate by signalling each other near the

Half Way Creek at early dawn next morn-
[ ipg, and so to time their movements as to
maich on Alexandria simultaneously—1Iiils-
worth by the river front and Willcox by the
Washipgton pike.
telepraphic and railroad
with the iasterior, altack whatever forces
should oppose them, take militury
sion of the town, and ftear up the track and
| bridges of the Orapge & Alexondria Rail-
| road from the depot as farout as practicable.

Y

At

PHOSSes.

e olject of
| formance Gen. Mansfield never explained ;
| it did not look like a * forward movement,”

4
i
|

| -
M

| mor did either of the two Colonels under- |

nana

stand it. It possibly e ted from the
| auticipation of a speedy refurn of the enemy
in foree to reeapiure Alexandria.
| The little c¢olumn which marched down
{ by land left their guarters in the city at
midoight of the 23d, and rendezvoused at
Long Dridge at 1 o'clock, morzing of the
| 234, ready to Gen. Mansfield was
in person ; Senator Zachariah Chandler,

| there
of Michigan, acconpanied Willcox as * vol-

CTORS,

untecr aid,”
ton, reported as guide.
| There has been much dispute as to who
{ first crossed by the Long Bridge.
{ Mich. neverclaimed the honor. That regi-

Distriet of Columbin Volunteers, command-
| ed by Capt. J. A. Smead, 2d Art.
| The 12th and 25th N. Y. and 31 N. J. fol-
lowed ; also the 7ith N. Y., which encamped
near the bridge. A regular field battery and
a troop of cavalry filed in rear®

The 12th N. Y., Col. Butterfield, accom-
panied the 1st Mich. as far as Fonr Mile Run,

enemy’s videts on top of the hill just be-
hind the Alexandria & Georgetown Canal
| Viaduet, and skirmizhers were thown for-
| ward from the advance-gnard of
| infuniry. As the order of march had been
| preseribed, “cavalry in rear,” it was sur-
|

| mised that a pursuit by Steneman’s horse- |

men driving the rebel videts pell-mell into
{ Alexandria migut prematurely alarm the
| garrison of that ancient city.

It was now clearly daylight, and no steam- |

ers were in sight off Half Way Creck, and
after a sufliciently long halt to make certain
that Ellsworth's command had treated us
cavalicrly, and gone its own way oblivious
of orders, reckless and delonaire, in true
Zouaves d’Afrigue style, Col. Willcox pushed
on in advance, the cnemy’s mounted videts
kecping barely in sight,

|  The enemy were not withont warning,
although the videls in fronot of us did not

for Col. Ter-

Alexandria,

seem to scamper ofl to give it —

rett, {'l_-i;?jl:fl.‘]:i!;: at n;}u”_'_-.;

Junction, July 25, to the

Ry amye o
ALANRASSAS

frff“l
Adjulant-General of his department, that
“on the morning of the 24th inst., about 1:30
a. m., Capt. Ball came to my quarters and
reperted that one of the videts stationed at
the Chain Bridge, about three miles west of
Georgetown, D. C,, had informed him that a

squadron of cavalry had crossed over to the !

Virginia shore. I immediately ordered my

About 550 a. m. an oflicer was sent from the

steamer I'awnee, Northern Navy, to informa |

me that an overwhelming force was ahout
entering the Cily of Alexandria, and it
vould be maduoess to resist, and that I could
havi

walel O a. m., to cvacuale or surrender

1

to assemible at the place designated by me

on assuming commaund in Alexandria, that I
might either resis®f or full back, as circum.
stances might require” |
It seems that the Pawncee had been lying

. Witers, 11, 8

| .
* Surgeon W one of the
He was prac-

red as high

first to ero=< with Sn.ead
Hsing medieine g thecily
Priviite }
CiLy Wi stpposed Lo be In greate
| T Ofticial e

| Vol i, p. 3.

10 the Mational Hinles, 1 (T
Lt danger.

ords, War of the sicbeilicn, Series I,

I

And in this |

|
]
|
]

|
|

| Commanding, Col. Heintzelman.” The troops |

to Cols, Ellsworth ard Willcox were |
the same, viz.,, to act in conceri; to com- |

They were to cut off’ !
communications |

he last part of the per- |

S TN |
and Capt. Owen, of Washing- |

The 1st |

ment was preceded by a battalion of the |

the Hall Way Qreck in question, which we |
reacked at the peep of day. We found the |
| me information in regard to the movements |

of the enemy. Capt. Powell followed my in- |

Michigan |

& I}

then ordered the troops under my command |

when the |

| the General, they may have formed no part | Colonel.

off the city for some days. Who was the
officer belonging to that ship who carried this
amiable message? by whaose ordeis? and
for what purpose, just as our troops were
about to march on the hostile town? Will
some gentleman of the Navy rise to explain ?

But Col. Terreit was mistaken as to the
time of day. We actually entered the city

$ = 3. . ~ s £ |
in the midst of a glorious sunrise by 5 | dered to the railroad depot,® and the rest of

| the regiment were left to make their land-

o'clock. The command was divided, the

street, and the cavalry, supported by a com-
pany of infantry and one piece of artillery,

| moving off to the right and rear of the town.

Now, it so happened that on reaching Duke
street Ball’'s company of cavalry was discov-
ered in front of the slave-pen, apparently
without our being seen. In a twinkling the
ficld piece was loaded and wheeled around
the corner by Lieut. Dresser and pointed at
the squadron within 100 yards distance.
THE HNORSEMEN SEEMED PARALYZED.

No one came forward or raised a hand, Some
were mounfed and some had a foot in the
stirrup, and some were standing at their
horses’ heads. All sat or stood as motionless
as statues until Col. Willcox rode forward
and demanded their surrender, when Capt,
Pall drew his sword and handed it to the

but who are you, and what is your com-
mand?” were about the words said. * Capt.
Ball's company of Virginia cavalry, sir; and
I am Capt. Ball,” was the reply. The pris-
oners were then ordered into the slave-pen
under a guard of the 1st Mich., and the col-
umn was ordered to push on to the Orange
& Alexandria Railroad Depot, when a com-
pany of the Fire Zouaves appeared.

sate-kecping of this company of Zonaves,
and the Michigan guard was relieved and
| marched on. Capt. Ball elaimed, with some
| hesitation, that by the message of the com-
! manding oflicer of the Pawnee the garrison
had until 9 o’clock to evacunate the city. It
was then nearly half-past five, This point
was reserved for examination, and the fol-

lowing dispatch was written and posted ofl | shouid take down his fiag,

{ to Washingtion by Senator Chandler:
ALEXANDRIA, VA, May 24, 186]1,—5:30 a. m.
Alexandria is ours. One company (Capt.

Ball's), mounted,—35 men and 325 horses,—

captured. I regrel to say that Col. Ellsworth
| has been shot by 2 person in a honse.

Yours, 0. Il WiLLcox,

GEXN. MANSFIELD.

I understand there are troops of the enemy
at Junction.

The ecircumstances of Ellsworth’s death
gtruck us with horror and indignaiion. The
fact was reported to me by the Captain of
| the Zouave company which appeared just

as we had captured Ball's eavalry. But
was not able to give the dreediul repert any

- further attention thaa to inquire about the

body. ‘The news came that there was a

strong force at the Junclion, just outside |
This intelligence overshadowed |

the town.
all personal eonsiderations, and lent a sig-
i nificant warning to Col. Ellworth’s death
| and to the resistance we were likely to
| expeet.

quickly reached and skirmishers ran cut on
tl:e line of the road on fvot and in hand cars.
We commenced tearing up the track, one or
twe little bridges were burned, according to

our orders, and the work was carviied for-!

- ward with some precaution, until we came
in eontact with what proved to be a party of
the enemy engaged in similar wock with

pushing forward exchanged a few shots with
their vanishing rear-guard. Fially, we saw
[ what proved to be the last train of rebel
| treops makiog off under steam. They had
been rushing trains out eversince the uunlor-
tunate message from the Pawnee.

tioned, says farther: “As soon as the troops
| were formed, which was promptly done,

ascertained that the-canemy were enfcring
the city by Washington street, and that
| several steamers had been placed so that
their guns could command many of the
principal streets[?]. 1 ordered the command
to march, and proeeeded out of the city by
| Duke street. Capt. Ball accompanied me as
- far as his quarters, a little west of the railroad
| depot, where he halted, and I proceeded to the

{ cars, which were about one and a half miles | S Ty S o lv stir
| from the depot, where I had ordered them to | the very transactions which mostly stirred

be stopped ; and, from orders given belore
marching out of the eity, the cavalry was {o
follow in my rear for the purposze of giving

| structions, and why Capt. Ball did not I am
urable to report.”

Certainly there is no pretense here
that Capt. Ball was captured in violation
of the message from the Pawnee. Nor
does it anywhere appear that the Paw-
nee’s olier was accepted; on the contrary, the
troops were assembied at a place designated,
in order that Col. Terrett “mivht either
resist or fall back, as cireumstances might re-
quire.” Fuarthermore, if either Gen. Bonhawm,
who commanded the Department of Alexan-
dria, or Gen. lLee, Commuanding in Chief,

ever felt that Ball's Troop were captured |

and held as prisoners of war in violation of

any truce or agrecment whatever, he would |
their restoration.

certainly have claimed
As il was, they were lionized in Washing-

| ton, whither they were sent that afteruoon |
under the gnard of Ellsworth's Zouaves, and |
| except

made much of by their Southern friends as
beroes, and by no means considered as the
vietims of * Yaukee fraud.”

Gen. Bonham, in his report to Gen, Lee
of the capture of Ball’s Drazoons same day,

from hunassas, made no complaint. Oa May |

25 Bouliion reports that “Col, Terrett with
as many troops as he could bring ofl’ with
him arrived at 11 o'clock.”
repert of same date he says: “The Alexan-
| drin troops are here withont cooking uten-

cated more haste than Col. Terrett secimed
willing to admait.
I do not know how many troops Terrett

had, but there were with Col. Taylor in |

Alexandria on May 7 about 500,

Jall was ever treated with suspicion after
his release and return to the Confederacy
(unjustly, I think) as disloyal to his cause,
| and, as was hinted in Col. Terrett’s report,

was supposed to have voluntarily lingered |

In |

wilth a view to full into our hands,
my opinion, he and his command were sur-

vance and paralyzed by the proximate mu

zle of a field gun; and it would have been
madness 1o resist and eruclty to his men to
atiempt to ran alter being so surprised. But

the matter remains baried in the limbo of |

the mysteries and blunders of the day and
of the beginging of the war.,

Let us now go back to the Fire Zouaves,

s0 called from being composed mostly of
| firemen from New York City.

I understood from Lieut.-Col. Farnkam,

left commanding them, that the sleamers

with the regiment on board swept straight

The '

prisoners were hastily turned over to the |

The Orange & Alexandria Depot was |

Cel. Terrett, in the report already men- |

(i, e, that we might either ‘resist or fall |
back,’) 1 repaired to the command, aud then

And in another |

prised by the rapid movements of our ad- |

down from the Eastern Branch and reached
Alexandria a little before sunrise, neglect-
ing or, perhaps, forgetting to lie-to off’ the
mouth of the Half Way Creek and signal
the land troops. When they arrived there
was a sentinel at the wkarf, who fired off
his gun aud fled. Asnear as I can make
out, Col. Ellswerth landed at once with Co.
A, Capt. Coyle, and started for the telegraph
office, while Co. E, Capt. Leveidge, was or-

The circumstances of his death are

ing.
How on his way he caught

well knewn.
sight of the
MARSHALL HOUSE FLAG,

and with Capt. French, Licut. Winser, Fran-
cis Il. Brownell and one or two other pri-
vates, he stepped across to the hotel, leaving
the company halted on the sidewalk. How
he entered, and, meeting 4 man in the hall,
demanded, *“ Who put up that flag?” The
man answered, “I don't know; I am a
boarder here.” How Col. Fllsworth went
up on the roof, cut the flag down himself,
and, winding it around his bedy, was return-
ing down the stairway, when the same man
who had called himsell a boarder, but who
was the landlord and named J. W. Jackson,
now met the party in the hall with a double-
barrel shotgun in his hands and

FIRED THE FATAL SHGT,

and was bimself shot down by Brownell as
s .| Iris heloved Colonel fell forward, exclaiming
You can keep your sword, sir; |

only “My God!”

Col. Farnbaw's dispatch to Gen. Mansfield
was dated 12 minutes before my dispatch
was written, and was as follows:

ALEXANDRIA VA, May 24, 1861,—5:18 a.m.

Sir: It is my painful duty to inform yon
that Col. Ellsworth, Iate commanding officer of
the Ist lire Zouave Regiment, New York Mi-
litia, is no more. MHe was assassinated at Mar-
shall House after our troops had taken posses-
sion of the eity. 1am ignorant of the details
of the order issued to the regiment. I await
further instractions. My men are posted ad-
vantageously in the strects,

Noan L. FARNTAM,
Comumanding 1st Zonaves.

It secemed that Jackson was warned of the
coming of the troops, and could bave es-
caped, but that he stayed behind with the
avowed intention of killing any man who

I fonnd that the Colonel’'s body had been
tenderly eared for by his comrades and car-
riedd on a litter of muskets to the stepmer,
Bat I felt apprehensive that Lis men would
break out and seek a

TERRIBLE RETRIDUTION ON THE CITY.

Assuming command I ordered the regi- |
ment to be collected and marched into an |
| open field, where they were ocenpied with
- inspections and other military details uatil
. the fearful stress and exciiement were calm-

ed down and (he ofiicers had acquired full
control over the ranks,
The death of young FEllsworth created a

| horrer of indignation in tiic North next only
| to the firing upon Fort Snméer, partienlarly

68 it was, or appeared to bhe, applauded |
| Porter and Hawkins were uniortunately |

thronghout the South enthusiastically, and,
a8 it was heard, subscriptions for the support

L of the assassin’s family were eagerly and

widely circulated.

In Alexandria the feePig was divided;
many, probably most, of" the citizens de-
plored the act, us not only a violation of the
Inws of war, but uncalled for, if not brutal;
still others considered it as a patriotic decd,

| and it was accepted and adopted as an open

declaration to the North of the desperate
resistance to be expected from citizens as

| well as soldiers,

Still, was it not apolitical mistake ? P’resi-

. : v | dent Lincoln, in his superhuman patience,
ourselves, whereupon we dizcontinued, and |

knowing the South better than most men,
was waiting for them to place themselves
FLAGRANTLY IN THE WRONG.
There were still much hope and much

| parley and many negotiations, and those

who remained sangaine or doubtful after
Sumter, had their eyes fully opened by the
applanse that followed the fall of our first
martyr, Ellsworth, as if the South assumed
the act as their own,

3y direction of the President, Ellsworth's
bleeding body was trausierred to the White
House, and thence buried with floral deco-
rations and all the mililary and civie honers
that eonld be _avished upon the martyr and
hero of a Nation.

Oun tke other hand, in the South it was
considered that Jackson had fallen in de-
fense of his flag, and in the eyes of his fel-
low-countrymen he too had his apotheosis
as a hero—martyr. So that this and Samter,

the inisost bozom of the North and satisfied
that section that * coercion” was necessary,
fired the Southern heart and swept away
the last vestige of “ passive resistance.” In
Alexandria, then, and under these appar-
ently minor and insignificant operations,

A SPARK WAS BLOWN

into a flame which raged on both sides for
four years.

As for the remaining incidents connected
with the day, they seem (ritling compared
with tLke ghastly tragedy we have men-
tioned.

Col. Willcox soon received an uncondi-
tiopal surrender of the town at the hands of
the Mayor, Hon. Lewis Mackenzie. Imme-
diate steps were taken to insure order and
gecurity. A military police was established,
pickets thrown ont, and a sort of proclama-
tion, headed * Orders No. 2.7 was issued and

printed by some Michigan soldiers (Gallo- |
vay and O'Donnell) in the oflice of the ven- |

erable Alexandria Gazelte, which was found
deserted of its editor. The Scntinel news-
paper oflice was equally deserted and silent,
in an echo in the last issue, as fol-
lows: * We are able to meet our (e eye (o
eye, front to front, columu to column, and

c¢haze them back from oor soil,” ete; in |

which the donghty editor reckoned without,
his host,—another little mistake to be added
to the chapter of * accidents ” for the day,

It was nine years since, s a Licutenant of
artillery stationed at Fort Washington, I
had been a frequent and pretty-well-known

| visitor in Alexandria, and I had had a pleas-
sils, and many withont arms” which indi- |

ant acquaintance with many of its eitizens.

“ENGINE THIEVES.

—_—— e ——

Locomotive.”
e

FLYING AWAY!

_—

The Run from Marietta to Big
Shanty.

i

OUT OF STEAM.

—_— =
Rushing Through Dixie on the

Captured Train.

BY REV. WM. PITTENGER.
[\.'\'I;I‘-ilrlil!, 1851.]

CoarTeEr IV.

A LOCOMOTIVE AND TRAIN CAPTURED.

The greater number of us arranged to pass
the night at a small hotel adjoining the
Marietta depot. Defore retiring we left
orders with the hotel clerk to rouse usin
time for the northward bound train, due not
long after daylicht. Notwithstanding our
novel situation, I never slept more soundly.
Good health, extreme fatigue, and the feel-
ing that the die was now cast and further
thought useless, made me sink into slumber
almost as soon as I touched the bed. Others
equally brave and determined were affected
in a different way. Alfred Wilson says:

“ No man knows what a day way bring forth,
and the very uncertainty of what that day’s
sun would bring forth in our particnlar cases
was the renson that some of us, myself at least
of the number, did not sleep very much. Our
doom might be fixed before the setting of
another sun, We might be hangiug to the limbs
of some of the trees along the railroad, with an
enrazed populace jeering and shkonting ven-
geanee beeavse we had no more lives to give

struction behind us, and come trivmphantly
rolling into Chattancoga and Huntsvyille, within
the Federal lines, to receive the welcome
piandits of comrades lefi behind gnd the thanks
of our General and the praises of a gratelul
people.
review, and wera not caleulated to make one
sleep sonndly.”

As the hotel was much erowded, we oh-
tained a few roows in ¢lose proximity, and

Andrews noted our rooms before retiring,

us out for a consultation hefore we rose.
overlooked ; they had arrived on an earlier
from the depot.

they had ordered, and, greatly to their re-
gret and chagrin) they were left behind,

cool, brave men, and Hawkins was the most
experienced railway engineer of our com-
pany. W.F. Brown who took his place in
this work, was, however, fully competent,
though possibly eomewhat less eantious.
Long before the train was due, Andrews,
who had slept little, if at all, that night,
glided from room to room silently as a ghost,
the doors being purposely left unfastened, and
aroused the slumberers. It seemed to some
of us scarcely a moment from the time of re-
tiring until he came thus to the bedside of
each sleeper in turn, and cautiously waken-
ing him, asked his name, to prevent the pos-
sibility of mistake, and then told each cne
exactly the part he was expected to take in
the enterprize of the day. There was hasty
dressing, and afterwards an informal meet-
ing held in Andrews's room, at which nearly
one-half of the whole number were present,
and plans were more fully discussed. Then
Marion A. Iloss, one of the most determined
of the whole nnmber, took the bold step of
advising and even urging the abandonment,
for the present, of the whole enterprise. He
reasoned, with great force, that nuder present
circumstances, with the rebel vigilance fally
aroused by Mitchel’'s rapid advance; with
guards stationed around the train we were to
capture, as we had learned would be the case
at Big Shanty, and with the road itself ob.
structed by numerous trains, the enterprise
was sure to fail, and would cost the life of
every man engaged in it.  Andrews very
gently answered his arguments and strove to
show that the ohjections urged really weighed
in favor of the orizinal plin. No such at-
| tempt as we purposed had ever been made,
| and consequently would not be guarded
against ; the presence of a line of sentinels
[ and of so many troops at Big Shanty would
only tend to relax vigilance still further;
[ and the great amount of business done on

| the road, with the running of many un-|

| seheduled trains, would sereen us from too

close inquiry when we ran our train ahead |
This reasoning was not altogether |

| of time.
| satisfuctory, and some of the others joined
[ Itoss in a respectful but firm protest against

persisting in snch & hopeless undertaking.

| But Andrews, speaking very low, as was his |

| wont when thoreughly in earnest, declared
that he had ence before postponed the at-
tempt, and returned to camp disgraced.
“Now,” he continued, “I will accomplish

It was now with mingled feclings ol sadness |

and pleasure that 1 visited some of my old

friends, and sent assurances of safety and |
protection to others who were non-conibat- |

ants, while taking every military precau-
tion to prevent surprise from or correspond-
ence with the enemy. Long afterwards [
heard that there were hundreds of Confed-
crate ollicers secreted in the city for some
days after we thought we had everything
safe and sure. But we corfidently went into
camp on Shuter's Hill, while our military
police searchied for arms and administered
t®e oath of allegiance,

zealous Caplain of the police force, Weville
Hubbard, of Marshall, Mich, had sworn

some 1,000 or more of the good citizens of |

Alexandria, Va,, to “obey the order of the

Governor of Michigan and sach oflicers as he |

should appoint over them.” He had taken

their onth of allegiance ip the words of his |

commission,

# Probably the Alexandria, Londoun & Hampshire
lll-pn[,u.-_\\ e lound no Zounves b e Urinige &
Alexandria Depot,

Dixie. But I do not wish tocontrel any one
against his own judgment. If any of yon
think it too hazardouns, you are perfectly at
liberty to toke the train in the opposite di-
rection and work your way back to camp
as you can.”

This inflexible determination closed the
| disenssion, and as no man was willine to de-

sert his leader, we all assured him of our will- |

1

ingness tc obey his orders to the death.

[ had taken no part in the diseussion, as I was
After a few days we discovered that our |

not in possession of suflicient facts to judge
of the chance of success, and I wished the
responsibility to rest upon the leader, where
it properly belonged.

The train was now nearly due, and we
preceeded to the station for the purchase of
tickets. By the time they had been pro-

cured-—not all for one place, as we wished to |

lessen the risk of suspicion—the train swept

up to the platform, Hastily glancing at it

The Great Story of “Capturing a|

up; or we mizght leave a trail of fire and de- |

Such thoughts as these passed in swilt |

| bled,
{ within the gurard-line.
crowded them to their wtmost ecapaeity. |

that hie might, if necessary, seek any one of |

trein and obtained lodging at some distance |
The clerk fatled to have |
them called in time for the morning train, as |

| This was a scriows loss, as they were both |

| the track and see if there was any |

lll[ 1HaLherelce,

in the early morning light, and seg  oly |
that it was very long and appar vell |
filled, the 20 adventurers enterea v, - ffer-

ent doors, but tinally took their places in |
one car. |

From Marieita to Big Shanty the railroad |
sweeps in a long bend of eight miles around |
the foot of Kenesaw Mountain, which licsj
directly between the two stations. Thisl‘
elevation is now searred all over with rebel |
intrenéhments, and was the scene of one of |
the severest contests of the war. This, how- |
ever, 288 well as the whole of the three
months’ struggle from Chattanooga to At-
lanta, came a year and a hailf later. At this
time the nearest Federal soldiers were more
than 200 miles away.

When the train moved on and the con-
ductor came to take our tickets we observed
bhim carefully, as we knew not how closely
his fate and ours might be linked together
in the approaching struggle. The mest
vivid anticipation fell far short of the re-
ality. Upon the qualities of that one man
our suceess or failure hinged. He was quite
Yyoung,—not more than twenty-three or four, |
—and looked like a man of resolution and
cnergy. We also noticed that he was also
scrutinizing us and the other passengers |
very closely, and paturally feared that he
had in some manner been put on his guard. |
In fact, as we learned long afterwards, he had
been warned that some of the new conseripts
who were reluctant to fight for the Confed-
eracy were contemplating an escape, and |
might try to get a ride on the cars. His
orders were to watch for all such and arrest |
them at once. But he did not think that
any of the men who got on at Marietfa
looked in the least like conscripts or de-
serters.

The train ran slowly, stopping at several
intervening points, and did not reach Big
Shanty until it was fully daylight. This
station had been sclected for the seizure,
because the train breakiasted there, and it
was probable that many of the employees
and passengers would leave it for their meal,
thus diminishing the opposition we might |
expect. Another most important reason for
the sclection was the absence of any tele- |
graph office. But, on the other hand, Campgy
MeDenald had been lately located here, and |
a larze body of seldiers—some aceounts said |
as many as 10 600 men—swere already azsem- |
Their camp included the station
When Andrews
and the first party had been at Atlants,
three wecks earlier, foew troops had yet ar-
rived at this point. The capture of a train
in the midst of a camp of the enemy was
not a part of the original plan, but subse-
quently beeame necesgary. It wascertainly
a great additional element of danger, but it
was not-new possible tosubstitute any other |
point.

The decisive hour had arrived. It is
scarcely hoastful to say that the annals of
history record few enterprises more beld
and novel than that witnessed by the rising
sun of Saturday morniprg, April 12, 1562,
Here was a train, with several hundred pas-
sengers, with a full complement of hands,
Iying inside a line of sentincls, who were
distinctly seen pacing back and forth in
close proximity, to be seized by a mere score
of men, and to be carried away before the
track could be obstrueted, or the intruding
engineer shot down at his post. Only the
most careful ealenlation and prompt execu-
tion, concentrating the power of the whole
band into a single lightning-like stroke,
could afford the slightest prospect of success.
In the bedroom confcrence every action was
predetermined with the nicest accuracy.
Our engineer and his assistant knew the
signal at which to start; the brakesmen had
their work assigned; the man who was to
uncouple the cars knew just the place at
which to make the separation; the remain-
der of the number constituted a guard, in
two divisions, who were to stand with ready |
revolvers abreast of the cars to be seized, and
shoot down without hesitation any one who
attempted to interfere with the work. An-
drews was to command the whole, and do
any part of the work not otherwise provided
for. Should there be sny unexpected hin-
drince, we were to fight until we either
overcame all opposition and captured the
train or perished in a body. If we failed to
carry off our prize we were inevitably lost;
if any man failed to be on board when the
signal was given, his fate also was sealed.
A delay o!f 30 seconds after our designs be-
came clearly known would have resulted in |
the slanghter of the whole party.

When our train rolled up to the platform
the usual announeement was shouted, * Big
Shianty; 20 minutes for breakfast!” Most
fortunately for us, the conductor, engineer, |
firemen, and train-hands generally, with
many of the passengers, poured out, and
hurried to the long, low eating-room which
gave its name to the station. The engine
was utterly unguarded. This uncommon !
carelessness was the result of perfeet secu-
rity, and greatly favored our design. Yet it
vas a thrilling moment!  Victory er death
hung on the next minute! There was no
chance for drawing back, and I do not think
any of us had the disposition. A little
while hefore, a sense of shrinking eame over
the writer like that preceding a plunge into
ice-water: but with the next breath it
passed away, and lelt me as calm and quiet
as if no enemy had been%ithin a bundred
miles. Still, for a moment, we kept our
seats.  Andr went forward to examine |
1indrance
to a rapid rush ahead, Almost immediately
he returned, and suid, very quietly, “All
right, boys; let us go now.” There was
nothing in this to attract special observation; |
but whether it did or not was now a matter |
The time of conecealment |
was past.  We rose, left the cars, and waiked
briskiy to the head of the train. With
precision of machinery, every man took his
appointed place. Three cars back from the
tender the coupling-pin was drawn out, s
the load of passenger-cars would ouly have
been an incumbra Wilson W. Brown,
who acted as engineer, William Knight as
assistant, Alired Wilson as fireman, together
with Andrews, mofinted the engine, Knight
grasping the lever, and waiting the word
for starting. The appointed brakesmen |
threw themselves flat on the top of the cars,
At a signal from Andrews, the remainder of |
the band, who had kept wateh, elimbed with |
surprising quickness into a box-ear which |
stood open. All was well! Knight, at An-
drews’s orders, jerked open the steam-valve,
and we were off! DBefore the camp-guards
or the bystanders could do more than torn
& curious eye upon our proceedings, the train
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' with each pulsation of the engin=.

| numerous
| X : s
| running towards every point of the compass.

| ing the varied difienlties i

! den checking of speed and a halt.

| and Shermaa finally overthrew the

was under way, and we were safe from in-
terruption.

The writer was staticned in the box-car,
and as soon as all were in, we pulled the
door shut to gnard against any stray musket-
balls. For a moment of most intense sus-
Jpense after we were thus shut in all was still.

"In that moment a thousand conflicting

thoughts swept through our minds. Then
came a pull, a jar, a clang, and we were fly-
ing away on our perilous journey. Those
who were on the engine caught a glimpse
of the excited erowd, soldiers and citizens,
swarming and running abont 1o the wildess
confusion. It has been said that a number
of shots were fired after us, but those in the
box-car kuew nothing of it, and it is certain
that no one was injured. A widely-circulated
picture represented us as waving our hats
and shouting in trinmiph. Nothing so mel-
odramic took place. The moment was too
deep and earnest, and we had too many
perils still to encounter for any such childish

| demonstration.

Yet it was a grand trinmph, and having
nothing of a more practieal character for the
moment to do, I realized it to the fullest
extent. There are times in life when whole

| years of enjoyment are condensed into a sin-

gle experience. It was so with me then. I
could comprehend the emotion of Columbus
when he first beheld through the dim dawn
the long-dreamed-of shores of America, or
the less innocent but no less fervent joy of
Cortez when he planted the Cress of Spain
on the halls of Montezuma. My breast
throbbed fast with emotions of joy and glad-
ness that words labor ip vain to express. A
sense of ethereal lightness ran through my
veins, and I seemed ascerfding higher, higher,
Remem-
ber, I was but 22 then, full of hope and
ambition. Not a dream of failure shadowed
my rapture. We had always been told that
the greatest difliculty was to reach and take
possession of the engine, after which success
was certain. But for unforescen contingen-
cies it wounld have been,

Away we rush, scouring past field and vil-
lage and woodland. At each leap of the
engine our hearts rose higher, and we talk
merrily of the welcome that would greet ns
when we dashed into Huntsville a few hours
later, our enterprise done, and the brighest
laurels of the war eclipsed!

We found the railroad, however, to be of
the roughest and most diffienlt character.
The grades were very heavy and the curves
d sharp. We seemed to be

an
asii

The deep valleys and steep hills of this part
of the country had rendered the bailding of
the road difficult and costly. There were
namerons high embankmeats where an acei-
dent wenld be of deadly character. The
track was also uneven and in generally bad
condition, {or the war had repdered railroad
iron searce and high-priced, besides divert-
ing all attention and rescurecs iuto other
channels. This uafavorable character of
the road very greatly inereased the diffienlty

| experienesd by an engineer unfamiliar with
| the route in making rapid time, or in avoid-

neldent to onr

progress. But we trusted implicitly that

| the far-sighted plaus of Aundrews, the skill

ol our engineers, aud our own wiiling efforts
wonld overcome all hindrances.

Qur first run was short. There was a sud-
When
those of us who were in the box-car pushed
open our deor and asked the reason for

| stopping so seon, we were told that the fire

was low and the steam exhausted. This
was startling intelligence, and caused a mo-
ment of consternadon. If our * General "—
the name of the locomotive we had captured
—failed us at the beginning of the race, we
too well knew what the ead would be. For
hundreds eof miles en every side of us
were desperate and daring foes. A bun-
dred times our number of horse and foot
could he gathered against us in a few hours,
The most timid bird pursued by hounds
feels safe, for ifs wings ecan bear it above
their jaws. But if those wings should be
broken! This engine gave us wings: bat if
it should be disabled no valor of ours could
beat back the hosts about us, no skill eluade
their rage. But we found a less threatening
explanation of our premature halt. The
schedule time of our train was very slow,—
only about 16 miles an hour,—and the fires
had been allowed to run down becouse of
the expected stop of 20 minutes for breakfast
at Big Shanty,—a stop that we had redaced
to less than two minutes. Then the valve
being thrown wide open, the little steam in
the boiler wassoon exhausted. But thisdifii-
culty was of short duration. A restof three
minutes, with plenty of wood thrown inte
the farnace, wronght a change, and we again

| glided rapidiy forward.

But when viewed soberly, and in the light
of all the faets since developed, what were
the ehances of success and escape possessed
by the flying party? Was the whole at-
tempt, as has been frequently asserted, rash
and foolhardy? Or had it that character of
practicability which is ever the stamp of
true genius? Historical aceuracy, as well
as justice to the memory of a brave but un-
fortunate man, compels me to pronounce the
scheme almost faultless. In this estimate I
have the full eoncarrence of all who were
engaged on the opposite side. It is hard to
see how the plan could have been improved
without allowing its projector to have had a
knowledge of the precise condition of the

| enemy such as no commander at the begin-

ning of an important enterprise ever has.
No one of the plans by which Gens. Grant
rebellion
presented a clearer prospect of sucvess,
These are the elements of the problem
upon which Andrews based his hopes: Big
Shanty is 28 miles north of Atlanta and 33
south of Kingston, Short of these pl
wus convineed thal no engine could
tained for pursuit. He eould ebstm
road so that no truin would reaeh Big
for hours. Pinch-barz and other imstru-
ments for hifting track might be found on
the captured engine, or obtained from some
station or working purty. His 1o of 20
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men was eounnted o le to overceme -
ance at any switeh or passing
irregular train ¥ Wi 1 to be on
the road. and that would soon be met,—eer-
tainly at K after which it
would be sats in at the highest s
the first bridge, burn it, and pass on to the
next, which, with other large bri

could be served same manner. LEach
bridge burnt wounld an ipsuperable bar-
rier to pursuit aud that
pomt, Thus « very part of the scheie was
fair and promising, Only those critics who
are w can pronounce the
atiempt rash and hoy The destruction
of the telegraph would also be necessary;
but this was not difficult. It seemed as if
every contingency wus provided for; and,
then, there was the additional fighting power
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| of 20 chosen men to guard against any pos-

sible emergency. We were now embarked
on this mest perilons but hopeful voyage.
Coolness, precision of work, and calm effors
could scarcely fuil to sever the chief military
communication of the encemy before the set=
ting of the sun, and convince him that no
enterprise was Leo audacious for the Union
arms. L76 be continued.)




